
Sonya Kovalevskaya 

 

Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4581849 

Born in 1850, Sofia (or Sonya) Kovalevskaya was a Russian mathematician who made 

contributions to partial differential equations and analysis.  Sonya was interested in mathematics 

from childhood.  She was first exposed to calculus by reading lecture notes which were used to 

paper the walls of her bedroom.  Unable to enroll in any European university since she was a 

woman, she ended up with private lessons from the well-known mathematician Weierstrass.  

With his help, she received a doctorate in 1874 based on 3 original research papers she had 

written (no classes, no exams, and no defense).  After difficulty in finding an academic job since 

she was a woman, she eventually got a faculty position at the University of Stockholm. 
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